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“NANYA” — UNIVERSITY OF BALLARAT’S SOUTH WEST NEW SOUTH 
WALES RESEARCH STATION 
MatTT GIBSON 


At the December meeting, Matt Gibson from the Centre for Environmental 
Management at the University of Ballarat addressed members on “Nanya”, the 
University of Ballarat’s South West New South Wales Research Station. 


Nanya is a property located in NSW about half way between Mildura and Broken 
Hill to the west of the Silver City Highway, about 45minutes from Coombah 
Roadhouse on the road to Scotia sanctuary in a 240mm average rainfall area. The 
property is 17km by 18km totalling 30,000Ha which is about the same size as the 
Mt Buffalo National Park. 


The university had been conducting ressarch on the property since 1988 and 
acquired it.in 2004 at a cost of $200,000 for a 100 year lease with about 1/3 
coming from the university and 2/3 froma government grant. This is about $6.70/ 
Ha. Much of the credit for both the research and the acquisition goes to Professor 
Martin Westbrook. The lease says there should be stock on the land but an 
exemption has been obtained. The properties to the south and west are owned by 
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy giving a reasonably large total area for 
conservation. Prior to its purchase by the university the property was used for 


grazing and more recently there were mining leases for mineral sand mining. 
However, the land is not good grazing country with goats being one of the most 
profitable ways of making money. 


Nanya has 21 plant communities including two salt lakes which are mostly dry. 
Matt showed photographs and discussed the typical plants which could be found 
in a number of these communities. Some of the plants are not listed anywhere 
else in NSW. A list of some plants and communities can be found on the Ballarat 
University web site at: http://www. ballarat.edu.au/ard/sci-eng/research/ 
nanya.shtml An aerial photo shows where there had been a wildfire in 1976, the 
earth tanks for stock and associated stock tracks, 


Facilities at the homestead area for students are meagre. There is no power or 
mobile telephone reception but a Telstra tower provides a land line. There is a 
generator in the shearing shed but occaupational health and safety standards 
prohibit its use. Unfortunately a severe dust storm in September 2009 of which a 
picture was shown resulted in the roof being blown off the kitchen building with 
bits going 300m. 

As part of the research work, conservation is being undertaken to reduce grazing 
pressure. Tanks have been closed off or removed except for the home tank, fox 
baiting, cat trapping, rabbit warren ripping and goat removal undertaken. There 
has been protection of critical habitat. Like many properties in the area, the land 
owner to the north runs goats and takes them from Nanya, mostly for live export. 

An honours student is currently radio tracking goats. 


There are 18 species of native mammals including 6 small mammals and 9 
species of bats. Greater than 120 bird species and 40 species of reptiles have been 
recorded as well as three frog species and 50 ant species. Dragons, skinks and 
geckos have been observed. Introduced species include the house mouse as well 
as cats, goats, foxes and rabbits. No introduced birds have been observed. 
Bolams mouse, sandy inland mouse, mallee ningaui, western pygmy possum, 
long-eared bat, inland forest bat, yellow bellied sheath tail bat have been 
observed, with most trapping done at tanks. All bats are insectivorous. Birds 
observed include mallee fowl, striated grass wren, Major Mitchell cockatoos, 
chestnut quail thrush, scarlet-chested parrot, black-eared miner and red capped 
robin with one seagull observed. Reptiles include jewelled geckos, bandy bandy 
snake, coral snake, western blue tongue lizard, blind snake, pace dragon and 
one carpet python. 

Researching the effects of tanks and their removal on grazing involved three 
treatments. Tanks were fenced or landscaped (graded out) with two left as 
controls, 

Nanya is a valuable resource for students of the University of Ballarat. It has not 
only been used by students doing environmental studies to study arid zone 
ecology but also by visual arts students. Thank you Matt Gibson for an 
interesting and enlightening presentation. Peter Dalman 
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EXCURSION TO ENFIELD Forest 6-12-09 
LEADER: BILL MURPHY 


Nine members, plus Ern & Lesley Perkins from Castlemaine, were hungry for the 
drama the wilderness at Enfield would present on this fine December day. En- 
countered in Clarke's Road, our first stop, were Trailing Goodenia (Club logo) 
Goodenia lanata, a Pallid Cuckoo calling, Wattle Mat-rush in flower Lomandra 
Jiliformis, native St. John's Wort in flower Hypericum grandineum, Blue Pincush- 
ion Brunonia australis - named by the Scottish botanist Robert Brown who was 
in the command of the navigator Matthew Flinders on his circumnavigation of 
Australia in the "Investigator" (July 1801-June 1803) — the only plant in the fam- 
ily Brunoniaceae. 


Incidentally this is the same Robert Brown who discovered movement of small 
particles in water ~ a suspension of pollen grains in a liquid — so-called Brownian 
movement ~ named for him but not explained until 1905 when Albert Einstein 
came along. 


Further botanical specimens noted were Creamy Candles Stackhousia monogyna, 
native oxalis, Honeypots Acrotriche serrulata, Black Anther Flax-lily Dianella 
revoluta, Poa grass. It was explained by Ern that in the early spring introduced 
grass species grow prodigiously but as the days become drier and hotter these 
grasses die off and Australian native grasses emerge. Further botanical species 
Rice Flower Pimelea sp., Cranberry Heath Asirolome humifusum, native rash 
Juncus sp., native member of the Rose family Acaena novae-zelandiae — again 
Ern explained, an attractive plant to some people worth cultivating in one’s gar- 
den. 


Swamp Gum £. ovata and Narrow-leaved Peppermint £. radiata formed the for- 
est we were in. Among other birds heard were the Grey Shrike-thrush, White- 
throated Tree-creeper, White-cared Honeyeater, Kookaburra, Rufous Whistler, 
Superb Fairy Wren, Yellow-faced Honeyeater. 
In passing Greg Binns felt that the Pied Butcher- 
bird has the most melodious call of any Austra- 
lian bird backed up by the celebrated Marybor- 
ough (Vic) omithologist Alec Chisholm whereas 
[ hinted that Brigadier Hugh R. Officer in his 
book "Australian Honeyeaters", full of hard-won 
observations, felt that the Brown Honeyeater' 
takes the hortours. 7 

Next stop was Sleep's Road and the botanical 
specimen Gompholobium huegelii Common Wedge-pea with its pure yellow 
flowers. Then we turned into Misery Creek Road, off the Colac Road, and into 
ihe Enfield State Park. At the intersection of Misery Creek Road and Sleeps Road 
a fine solitary specimen of Cedar Wattle was growing perhaps 10m high, not na- 


E. radiate—Narrow-leaved 
Peppermint 


live to this area. (Ed. - ?Acacia elata ~ native to central coast of NSW but “widely 
planted as a fast-growing ornamental shade tree" ~ Costermans.) In better days a 
number of orchid species grew here then fire swept through and now the country 
is infested with Hedge Wattle 4. paradoxa. Seen here were Common Flat-pea 
Platylobium obtusangulum. The fire came from the north ~ trees charred more on 
one side than the other. Also noted was Running Postman Kennedia prostrata, 
Yam Daisy Microseris sp., Small Grass-tree Zanthorrhoea minor, Bluebell with 
mauve flowers Wahlenbergia sp. 


Member Mike Sorell spotted little black cicadas, responsible for the droning 
noise in the eae camouflaged against the black burnt trees. Also the in- 
xg troduced species Hair Grass Aira olipantissi was pre- 
_ sent as was Austral Stork's-bill Pelargonium australe . 


Arriving at Surface Point Picnic Area we had lunch 
and noted further botanical specimens in the vicinity ~ 
Candlebarks E. rubida, Rosy Hyacinth Orchid Dipo- 
_ dium roseum - its showy pink flowers emerge around 
, Christmas/January; Broad~leaved Peppermint £. dives, 
Holly Leaf Grevillea G. bedggoodiana. 


| We disturbed a Wedgetailed Eagle at a small dam be- 
side the road in Enfield State Park, seen gaining height 
4 through and out over the canopy at close quarters ~ a 
— majestic sight. Also noted were Black-anther Flax-lily 
Cryptostyils sublata—Large D. revoluta (again), Onion Orchid Microtis sp., Little | 
Tongue Orchid Grass-tree in flower X. minor, Large Tongue Orchid 
Cryptostvlis subulata, Parrot-pea Dillwynia sp., Com- 
mon Appleberry Billardiera scandens var. scandens with its long yellow flowers. 
Dwarf Bush-pea Pultanaea humilis occurred in this paddock, SET Air 
Services Australia's Air Navigation Facility. The paddock — » 
known as Beacon Hill - is slashed once or twice a year. 
Also Clustered Everlasting Chrysocephalus semipapposum, 
Trigger plants Stylidium sp. and Red Anther Wallaby Grass 
Danthonia sp., Common Heath, Victoria’s Floral Emblem 
Epacris impressa. 


Then into Carey's Road and we arrived at Lake Victoria. 
Lesley found a colony of Flying Duck Orchids Calaena 
major here to complete the list of orchids for the day. Seen 
in the shallows of the lake were little fish which I was able 
to ascertain from freshwater biologist Tim D'Ombrain were 
most likely mosquito fish Gambusia introduced to control 
mosquito larvae. Caleana major— 
This wound up the day's activities and we thanked our Flying Duck Orchid 
guides Bill, Ern and Lesley for imparting their expert 

knowledge. Tony Johns. 
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website hitp:/Avww.climatewatch.org.au/ 


[received an email from Marie Keatley a while ago. You may remember she 
spoke to the club on phenology a few years ago. She recommended the Climate- 
Watch website 

This website might be of interest to club members. ClimateWatch was developed 
in order to understand the effects that climate change is having on Australia’s 
plants and animals. 

Earthwatch Australia, in partnership with the Bureau of Meteorology, the Univer- 
sity of Melbourne and Land & Water Australia, has developed Climate Watch to 
assist scientists, policy makers and land managers to gather, store and analyse the 
vast amount of data needed to understand climate change impacts with the help 
from the general public. 


Climate Watch allows you to get hands-on in understanding the science of climate 
change. Your role as a registered Climate Watch user will be to keep an eye out 
for selected plant and indicator species and their behaviour throughout the year. 
By observing ths timing of natural events (the study of phenology), such as the 
budding of flowers, falling of leaves and the appearance of migratory birds, the 
data you collect will help shape the country’s scientific response to climate 
change. 
Check out the website and if you are interested you can register and start supply- 
ing information about a range of mammals, birds, frogs, reptiles, insects and 
plants. Some of these are quite common around Ballarat. The website has instruc- 
tions on the type of information which is required. Give it a go 

John Gregurke 
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SLA Pe Be PR tte RRP eR 


Have you made your booking for the SEANA Autumn Camp in 

Ballarat 
Friday 19 to Monday 22 March 2010? 
Are you able to assist with Registration and Excursions during 
the weekend? 

We need ALL Ballarat Field Naturalists to join in this wonderful 

weekend. 
Please see John Gregurke for registration and volunteering. 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
’ No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING - 4TH DECEMBER 2009. 


1 Opening and Apologies. 
The President, Peter Dalman, opened the meeting and welcomed 23 members and visitors. 


Apologies were received from Val Hocking, Elizabeth and Denis Thurgood, Nina Nether- 
way, Zelda Martin, Kaye Crawford, Genni Binns, Chris and Anna Baulch. 


The apologies were accepted on the motion of Peter Billing, seconded Dutcie Brooke. 


2 Minutes of previous meeting were summarised in the Ballarat Naturalist and ta- 
bled. Accepted on the motion of John Gregurke, seconded: Fran Hanrahan. 

3 Business Arising from previous minutes: - nil. 

4 Correspondence. 

IN: 


® Geelong FNC: Geelong Naturalist, December 2009. 

e Bendigo FNC: Whirrakee, November 2009. 

e Field Naturalists Club of Victoria: Field Nats News, December 2009; Victorian Natu- 
ralist, Oct 2009. 

e Castlemaine FNC: Castlemaine Naturalist, November 2009. 

e Environment Victoria: Green Action News, Spring/Summer 2009; {ENS change 

appeal, letter to PM, Walk against warming - 12 December. 

Corangamite CMA: Landcare Magazine, Spring/Summer 2009. 

Wombat Forestcare: Newsletfer, November 2009, by email. 

Trust for Nature: Bush Protection Program Receipt, $50. 

CSIRO Publishing: Catalogue. 

Bendigo Bank: Statement. / Ballarat Books & APS: Payment for Wattles of Ballarat. 

Enfield Forest Alliance: Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 24th November at 7.30; 

Membership renewal $10 

e Department of Forest and Ecosystem Science: Lost and Found: The 1939 "Black Fri- 
day" Bushfires Royal Commission Evidence, Monday 7 December, 4.00-5.30pm. 

e University of Ballarat: Horticulture Centre unavailable due to building renovations, 
January-July 2010. 

e Australian Platypus Conservancy: Platypus Group Watch Information Kit. 

OUT: 

e Trust for Nature: Bush Protection Program Renewal, $50. 

+ Australian Platypus Conservancy: Water rat survey. 
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APS: Wattles of Ballarat 

Enfield Forest Alliance Membership. 
e Members Clubs of SEANA: SEANA Camp first notice. 
Moved: Carol Hall; Seconded: Greg Binns. Carried. 
§ Business arising from Correspondence 
Meeting venue for 2010: That meetings of Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat be held at the 
Archery/Baseball clubrooms in Prince of Wales Park, Gillies St commencing in February 
2010. Moved: Greg Binns; Seconded: Bill Murphy. Carried. 
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6. Reparts 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance: $6659.48; Income: $275.00: 

Expenses: $77.35; Closing Balance: $6857.13. Moved: Les Hanrahan; Seconded: Ken 

Hammond. Carried. 

a General Business 

e® Mid-month excursion: Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. Friday 18 December 

e Sunday 7 February 2010, Excursion to Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. Members 
asked to put name on list at December meeting or contact Carol Hall before Friday 30 
January. Numbers will be limited. 

e Christmas break-up at Fran Hanrahan’s, Sunday 13 December, Spm. Bring a salad or 
sweet to share. Bring your own cold meat, plates, cutlery, drinks and glass, chair. 

* Excursion to Enfield to see Tongue Orchid on Monday 28 December. 

« SEANA Camp first notice available for FNCB members. 

e Syllabus 2009-2010: Further additions made. Speakers to be confirmed. 

e Working bee at Ballarat Horticulture Centre to pack up library, archives, supper equip- 
ment. Thursday 10 December 9am. 

8 Show and Tell 

Greg Binns: Jmportant Bird Areas by Birds Australia and Where to see birds in Victoria by 

Tim Dolby were displayed. 

5 Field Reports 

* Claire Dalman: Button Wrinklewort and other grassland 1 Bets: flawering at Roke- 
wood Cemetery. 

* Carol Hall: Darter, Pacific Black Duck, White and Straw-necked Ibis and Whiskered 
Tern at Lake Lome, Drysdale. 

* Paul Norquay: Two pair of Wedge-tailed Eagle at Mt Egerton, each pair in separate 
valley. 4 Pelicans a Beeac. 

® Gavin Cerini: Rabbit numbers are increasing, 5 shooters shot 148 rabbits which is 3 
times more than in previous years. Myxomatosis seems ineffective but Wedge-tailed 
Eagles are active. 

e Ken Hammond: 3 new species recorded at Miners Rest wetland ~- Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo, Crested Pigeon and Latham’s Snipe. Golden-headed Cisticola, Shelduck and 
Hoary-headed Grebe also seen. 

° Greg Binns: Flock of Varied Sitella at Haddon Common. 

© Bill Murphy: Recent rain has revitalised Enfield. Large Tongue Orchid flowering at 
Beacon Hill, Flying Duck Orchid at Victoria Dam. 

9 Exem sion Arrangements " 

Sunday 6 December to Enfield. Leader: Bill Murphy. Leaving at 9.30 am from Ballarat 

Horticulture Centre. 


10 Syllabus Item: Matt Gibson “Nanya” - University of Ballarat’s SW NSW Arid 
Zone Research Station, Matt spoke about the history, vegetation types, and management, 
techniques to maintain Nanya as a conservation reserve. Peter Dalman thanked Matt and 
presented him with a gift. 


11 Supper 


CALENDAR 2010 


FEBRUARY 

Fri S Club Meeting - Dr Fran Hanrahan and Phil Kinghorn. What rock is that? 

Sun 7 Excursion te Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. Leaving from 
Horticultural Cenire at 8.30am. Bookings with Carol essential. 

MARCH 

Frid AGM and Members’ Images: Treasures from My Archives 

Sun 7 SEANA Camp reconnaissance 


SEANA Autumn Camp at Ballarat 


Friday 19 March to Manday 22 March 2010. 
Pax Hill Scuct Camp 


Registration & Excursion sign up from 4.30 at Pax Hillon Fri 19. 


Volunteers required to assist with registration, suppers, excursions. 
We hope ALL club members will assist with this opportunity to meet 
with other Field Naturalists and have a wonderful weekend of 
discovery and socialization. 


Committee 
Prosrclenittas Ao trercasssasctiotse Mr Peter Daiman 
Mr Greg Binns 
SOCRARIY satrap tp serena tees Mr John Gregurke 
ATCASUIER Resse Maseptstnct ess Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess........ a Mrs Claire Dalman...... ee 
Mrs Carol Hall... ¥ Mrs Vai Hocking........ 
Mr John Morrish .... Ny Dr Frances Hanrahan 
Ms Nina Netherway (editor)... 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Seeretary:-John Gregurke, 


Editor: Nina Netherway, 
Website: www.bailarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the mouth at 7. 30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticulturar Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc, 
Incorporation # AGOL4919P ABN 13 150 403 135 


8. 


